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again threatens to overtake the land; plague still continues to exact its
toll; poverty daily undermines millions of families: only broadest sympathy
and kindliness to the governed can help them in this dreadful trinity-of evils.
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68. PROFESSOR PARMANAND
Professor Parmanand, the distinguished scholar from the Anglo-Vedic
College, has been in our midst now for a few weeks. He has delivered
interesting discourses to crowded audiences. His mission seems to be
to advance the teachings of the Arya Samaj, which is a body that has done
most useful and practical work, apart from its religious doctrines. It has
produced earnest patriots, a band of self-sacrificing teachers, and it has
also done noble work in connection with the terrible earthquake that
took place in India a few months back. The Professor who belongs to
such a body of workers has a right to expect a warm welcome from
Indians in South Africa. Indeed, we cannot have in our midst too many
Indians of attainments and culture.
The question, however, remains as to what we shall make of such
men and what they will make of us. We confess that we are not yet
'ripie for a vigorous missionary enterprise on religious lines. The soil is
hardly ready for such work. Not that each religion may not have its own
exponent and custodian. The Arya Samaj does not represent any esta-
blished orthodox religion of India. It takes nothing away from its credit
when we mention that it is still a cult struggling for existence and catering
for converts. It represents a reformation of Hinduism. We feel that Indians
in South Africa are not ready to receive any doctrines of reformation. The
needs of the Indians, so far as internal work is concerned, consist of edu-
cation and as much of it of the right kind as can be had. We have always
admitted that there is room for improvement in the Indian household.
This is not to be attained without education of the hundreds of Indian
youths who are almost totally neglected in this sub-continent. The best
thing we venture to think that Professor Parmanand can do is to turn
his attention to this phase of the question. It is a most practical and
effective mode of exhibiting the strength, the purity and the usefulness of
the Samaj he represents. We believe that to sufficiently educate Indian
children in South Africa through paid teachers is well-nigh impossible.
We want teachers of the highest qualifications, experience and culture
even for primary education.
We venture, to present these views to Professor Parmanand, and through
him to the Arya Samaj and other like bodies in India, no matter of what
denomination or religion, for their earnest consideration.
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